TABLE 60. 18: Chukchee Alphabet 



Letter 



Transliteration 



Phonetic Valu^ 



A 


a 


(B 


6 


B 


B 


r 


r 


(fl 


fl 


E 


e 


E 


e 


{yK 


2C 


(3 


3 


H 


H 


H 


H 


K 


K 


K 


K, 


JI 


JI 


M 


M 


H 


H 


^ 


^ 








n 


n 


p 


p 


c 


c 


T 


T 


y 


y 


(O 


4) 


(X 


X 


(^ 


^ 


H 


H 


(in 


m 


m 


ui, 


T> 


!> 


bl 


BI 


h 


h 


3 


3 


K) 


K) 


il 


^ 



a 
b) 

V 

g 
d) 
e 
e 
z) 
z) 
i 

J 
k 

1 

m 
n 

n 

o 

P 
r 

s 
t 
u 

f) 

X) 

c) 
c 
s) 
sc) 



e 
ju 

ja 



[a] 

[Y] 

[je]; [e] after ji,h 
[jo]; [o] after JI 



[i] 

m 
[q] 

[i] 

[m] 

[n] 

[q] 

[0] 

[P] 

W 

[s]^ 

[t] 

[u] 



[te]^ 



[?] after consonants except Ji, h 

[?] after ji, h 

[e] 

[ju]; [u] after JI 

[ja]; [a] after ji 

[?] after vowel^ 



a. The orthographic position of the symbols representing the glottal stop does not always correspond to their 
phonetic position, at least in more conservative varieties of Chukchee; see further Comrie (1994)- 

b. [ja], [je], [jo], [ju] are written h, e, e, 10; after a consonant, l is inserted before the yotated vowel symbol. 
Elsewhere, [j] is written ii. 

c. [s] and [tp] are allophones of a single phoneme. 

d. Although the apostrophe is not listed as a letter of the alphabet in Moll and Inenlikej 1957, it is treated as 
the last letter of the alphabet for purposes of alphabetical ordering. 



Sample of Chukchee 



/. Chukchee: 

2. Transliteration: 

J. Transcription: 

4. Gloss: 



Kl>ITKLITp'L0rL3. 

Kytkytr'og e. 
k9tk9t'j?0Y?e 
spring.began 



/. parpijOijijoijbiT 

2. ragr OQQOQyt 

3. jaY'j?or)r)or)9t 

4. will.begin.to. calve 



P3KBI>ITTH. 

rekvytti. 
'jekp^tti 
does 



Thpklithp a'K;arH3Ti>iijor'L3. n3Tjie 

Tirkytir a'l^agnetyQog e. Petle 

'tukstij 'a?qaYnet3r)0Y?e 'petie 

sun began.to.warm soon 

ABI>IHK,aarbIHp3TMJILI>IH HKBIiH: 

Avynl^aagynretyryn ikv'l: 

aPsn'qaaY^njetQipQn 'ikp?i 

head.deer.herdsman said 



/. B3TLIK;yH JII>00JIK;LIJI TaifaB33H. I>lHp3HLIM^e K,yJIHB33MLIK Li'jIfctlJI 

2. Vetyl^un Tooll^yl taqaveen. Ynrecymce l^uliveemyk y'lyl 

3. 'Petsqun 'i?ooiqQi taqa'peen ^n'jetqsmtqe quii'peemsk '?9i?Qi 

4. without.fail must.find good.pasture nearby at.one.river snow 



/. arTLIMKI>IKbIJIb3H, bIJirHI|KbI-bIM 

2. agtymkykyren, y'lgii}ky-ym 

3. 'aYt9mk9k9i?en '?94Yir)k9-9m 

4. not.deep snow.bottom-and 



HbITBaK;3H KblXypKHH B-barJIbll^blH. 

nytval^en kyturkin v'aglyijyn. 

nst'paqen ks'tuikin 'pTaYi^q^n 

was last.year's grass 



'Spring was beginning. The sun was beginning to warm. Soon the female rein- 
deer would be calving. The head herdsman said: We must without fail find good 
pasture. Nearby, by one river, the snow was not deep, and under the snow was 
last year's grass.' —P. Ja. Skorik in Vinogradov 1966-68, ^:2jo. 



Bibliography 

Comrie, Bernard. 1981. Languages of the Soviet Union. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

. 1994. "An Evaluation of Chukchee Orthography." In Linguistic Studies in the Non-Slavic 

Languages of the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Baltic Republics, ed. Howard 
I. Aronson, pp. 55-64. Chicago: Chicago Linguistic Societv. 

Moll, T. A., & P. It Inenlikej. 1957. Cukotsko-russkij slovaf [Chukchee-Russian dictionary]. Len- 
ingrad: Gosudarstvennoe ucebno-pedagogiceskoe izdatel'stvo Ministerstva Prosvescenija 
RSFSR. 

Vinogradov, V. V., ed. 1966-68. Jazyki narodov SSSR [Languages of the peoples of the USSR]. 5 
vols. Moscow & Leningrad: Nauka. 



THE WORLD'S 
WRITING SYSTEMS 



Edited by 
Peter T. Daniels 

William Bright 



